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10 MAY 1852 

The Legislative Council having met pursuant to summons, His Excellency the Governor took the Chair. 

Present 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Acting Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

Prayers were read by the Revd Matthew Fletcher. 

The Colonial Secretary and the Acting Advocate General W A Sanford and B W Vigors Esq were introduced 

and took the customary oaths and their seats as Members of the Legislative Body. 

Letters were read from M W Clifton and W P Clifton Esqrs expressing their inability to be present at the opening 

of Council, but hoping to be present at second reading of the Bills. 

His Excellency the Governor addressed the Council as follows 

 Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 

 “It gives me much pleasure to announce that I have received Her Majesty’s approval of the Estimates 

passed last year, including the increase of salaries which the Council had noted with the exception of 

those to myself and the Colonial Secretary, both of which the Secretary of State for the Colonies 

considered had been previously provided for by the Home Government.  I have much reason to be 

gratified by the Secretary of State’s decision with regard to the increase of salaries, inasmuch as Honble 

Members would remember that a great deal of disapprobation had been expressed by some Parties at 

the increase voted.  The Opposers and their arguments might be divided into three classes.  Firstly those 

who admitted that an increase was due, but believed that at the time it was premature, Secondly, those 

who considered that the increase of salaries should be borne from Imperial Funds.  I would ask how 

could the Home Government apply to Parliament for such a purpose, when the grounds upon which it 

was to be granted arose out of the increasing prosperity of the Colony from the large expenditure of 

money drawn from the Imperial Treasury.  Thirdly, those who objected to any increase at all.  In 

opposition to these increases about 500 signatures had been obtained by some person who I understand 

638 



[1852] 

went around the Colony for this purpose.  I have been informed that many of these signatures were 

obtained by fraud and misrepresentation, and many of them were attached to a Memorial which I since 

received in distinct opposition to the former, being in favour of the increase voted, in proof of any 

assertion I would here name that I have been informed by a Gentleman that Mr Drummond of 

Dandaragan stated to him that he had never authorised his name being appended to the Document 

which was handed about and if this was true with respect to one person, it might also be with regard to 

many others.  There is no act of my administration I look back with greater satisfaction than to these 

increases of salaries with a Revenue then steadily increasing and which has continued to do so up to the 

present period.  Since the time when such was voted the price of all the necessaries of life have been 

rising until they have reached a very high rate, the price of bread was out of all proportion to that of 

flour and if it went much higher, it would probably become necessary for some Government 

interference. 

 I will now place before you a statement of the Revenue of the last two years, in 1849 it was estimated 

that the Revenue of the succeeding years would be £9,000 and it reached £12,765.  The Revenue for 

1851 was estimated at £9,480 and it realised £18,105.  The Revenue received for the first four months 

of the present year was £10,241, whereas the amount received during the corresponding term of last 

year was £6,670 and I have little doubt unless some untoward event should occur that the total Revenue 

of the year would amount to £25,000, if an increase of Revenue being nearly five times what it has been 

in former years and steadily progressing is to be considered a test of the prosperity of any Community.  

I consider we have ample proof of our improved conditions and if any increase of salaries was ever to 

be made I would ask at what better time could such have been proposed to take place than at the present 

period. 

 In the Estimates which have been prepared for the year 1853 the Expenditure amounts to the sum of 

£21,180 not including that defrayed by the Parliamentary Grant, the Revenue has been estimated at 

£21,200, there was now a balance in the Chest of £3,000 after paying Her Majesty’s Treasury £1,500 

leaving the Colonial debt at only £3,000 not bearing Interest and as the sum of £10,241 has already 

been received for the first four months of the present year, I cannot think that the Revenue for 1853 has 

been overestimated. 

 I regret to say our Public Buildings are not progressing as rapidly as I could wish from the difficulty of 

procuring materials.  We have completed 3 Beacons in the Challenger Passage, a work attended with 

much danger and performed by Mr Trigg, the late Superintendent of Public Works, to whom much 

praise is due for the manner in which it has been executed. 

 A court House upon Arthur’s Head, Fremantle, and a small House for the Lighthouse Keeper have been 

erected.  Three bonded Warehouses in Fremantle are nearly completed and an addition of 22 Cells to 

the Gaol is in contemplation.  A Jetty has also been commenced for the accommodation of the expected 

River Steamers.  An Abattoir for the Town was also very necessary, but much difficulty was 

experienced in obtaining a Site combining convenience of distance with an abundant supply of water, 

which as yet has not been discovered. 

 In Perth an Abattoir was in course of erection which would cost about £1,200 and being upon a large 

and substantial scale would meet the wants of the Town for many years to come, it would be ready for 
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use in about three months.  A lock up house which was much required would soon be completed with 8 

cells, 2 of these being for women, also 2 rooms attached for a Keeper, which I hope will supply our 

wants, with the assistance of our insufficient Gaol until the state of the Colonial Revenue enabled the 

Government to build a proper Colonial Gaol.  A Colonial Hospital and Lunatic Asylum which was 

every day becoming more necessary will be commenced as soon as materials can be collected.  Tenders 

had long since been called for the timber required for a Bridge at Guildford, only one offer had been 

forwarded which amounted to the sum of £420, this work could not be performed before November.  

The house for Female Servants is now complete and established on most stringent rules, the shelter 

which this Asylum afforded to unprotected Females when out of place and sick was generally 

appreciated.  The Bridge on the Upper Swan now of the greatest magnitude in the Colony was finished, 

and reflected much credit upon Mr Vincent, by whom and the Gang of Prisoners under his control, the 

whole of the work had been performed, they were now employed erecting another Bridge on the road 

leading to Cruise’s Mill across Helena Brook which would render this River passable at all seasons, 

these were the whole of the Public works and buildings which had lately been completed and in course 

of erection, with the exception of the roads, and those being carried on by the Convict Establishment. 

 The Colony had now been a Penal one for two years and I have much pleasure in noticing the excellent 

order which has prevailed among all Classes, the conduct of the Ticket of Leave Holders on the whole 

has been generally good, only one has been brought up for trial at the quarter Sessions. 

 I would now direct your attention to a Despatch lately received from the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies relative to the Parliamentary Grant which it [illegible] to reduce and [illegible] items upon 

which the reduction was most desirable.  [illegible] in my Despatch in reply that an amount of £3,236 

should be transferred to the Colonial fund comprising 

 One half of the Judicial Department      400.  0.0 

 The whole of the Survey     1800.  0.0 

 One half of the Colonial Secretary’s     462.10.0 

 The Colonial Chaplain       300.  0.0 

 Colonial Surgeon        273.15.0 

     £3236. 5.0 

leaving £3,722.18.9 to be defrayed by a Parliamentary Grant, which would include 

 The Governor’s salary      1300.  0.0 

 Half the Colonial Secretary’s Department      462.10.0 

 Half the Judicial         400.  0.0 

 Protectors and Sub Protectors Salaries      777.18.9 

 Commandant         182.10.0 

 Residents as Police Magistrates       600.  0.0 

     £3722.18.9 

under the circumstances of this Colony being now a Penal Settlement and much of the business being in 

connection with the Convicts, I consider the Home Government for the present cannot expect the 

Colony to do more.  The Secretary of State had named the reduction to take place from 1853, but I have 

requested it would be postponed to 1854 which I hope will be approved of.  I have further proposed that 
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an amount of £7000 a year should be allowed by the Home Government for maintaining the Police 

Force of this Colony, any increase beyond this sum I proposed should be borne in the proportion of one 

fifth by the Colony and four fifths by Her Majesty’s Government, this sum would not only cover the 

expense of the present Police Force but would leave a sum of £1500 to be applied to any further 

increase necessary.  The next question I would bring before you is an increase of salaries to those 

officers who had not received any last year, also salaries to two or three new officers whom it was 

necessary to appoint. 

The whole increase of Salaries would amount of £804.10.0 namely 
Auditor General  50.0.0 

Clerk to Do  20.0.0 

Chief Clerk Colonial Secretary’s Office  75.0.0 

Messenger Do  4.0.0 

Registrar of Births   20.0.0 

Collector of Revenue  50.0.0 

Sub Collector of Revenue at Fremantle  50.0.0 

Clerk to Do  25.0.0 

Second Clerk to Do  10.0.0 

Assistant Surveyor  25.0.0 

Draftsman Survey Office  25.0.0 

Superintendent of Public Works  50.0.0 

Post Master General  50.0.0 

Sundry Postmasters  93.10.0 

Chairman of Quarter Sessions, Albany  30.0.0 

Assistant Police Magistrate, Perth  50.0.0 

Do                     Do               York  50.0.0 

Clerk of the Peace  50.0.0 

School Masters  30.0.0 

Pilot  12.0.0 

Health Officer  35.0.0 

  £804.10.0 

But in consequence of the withdrawal of the following amounts from Colonial Funds 
The increase to Governor’s Salary  400.0.0 

Do Colonial Secretary  100.0.0 

Colonial Secretary’s Office  5.0.0 

Resident Magistrate  130.0.0 

  £635.0.0 

The actual increase on last year would only be £169.10.0. 

The additional Appointments and restorations to original Salaries would amount to £642.0.0 as 

follows 
Three Clergymen  300.0.0 
Supervisors of Towns  60.0.0 
Clerk in Governor’s Office  100.0.0 
Four additional Police Constables  112.0.0 
Crown Solicitor restored  70.0.0 

  £642.0.0 
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 I received a Memorial from the Inhabitants of York soliciting assistance in order to provide the 

necessary Religious Instruction so much needed in several of the Rural Districts.  I immediately 

corresponded with the Secretary of State on this important subject, stating that if the Home Government 

would aid by contributing £100 a year to each of three Clergymen, I considered the Colonial Revenue 

would bear £300 for the same purpose.  These Clergymen were now most likely on their way out, the 

Home Government having agreed to the proposition, as the Colonial Agent had drawn for the amount of 

their passage money. 

 The amount of business to be brought before the Council this Session was very light, it was confined to 

the Estimates and three Bills. 

 I would now in conclusion Honble Gentlemen beg to state that as I consider it to be one of the first duties 

of a Ruler to lighten taxation whenever it was possible, the more so when any particular tax was 

obnoxious, and as I must now acknowledge that this is the case with respect to Tolls and Jetty Dues, I 

would propose to abolish them.  I also have it in contemplation at a future time, should the Revenue 

permit it to reduce the Postage to two pence or one penny and in order to enable me to carry out these 

alterations at once I had a proposition ready to submit, but on referring it to the Mercantile Body, they 

were not prepared to accede to it and I trust that if the reduction takes place, and any loss of Revenue be 

the consequence, the Council will be prepared by some less obnoxious measure to supply the 

deficiency, arrangements have lately been made for securing a return mail weekly to Bunbury and I also 

hope that I shall soon be enabled to make arrangements for a biweekly mail to York and Northam and a 

bimonthly one to Albany, by which means our Postal communication throughout the Colony will be 

materially facilitated and I trust give general satisfaction. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The following Despatches were then read 

  No.76 of 18th July 1851 

  138 of 10th December 1851 with enclosures. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY laid on the Table the following Bills. 

 “A Bill to amend An Ordinance intituled An Ordinance to provide for the conveyance and 

postage of letters” 

 “A Bill to repeal An Ordinance 14th Victoria No. 26 intituled An Ordinance for the further 

improvement of Towns and the greater security of life and property therein” 

 “A Bill for the Appropriation of the Revenue for the Year 1853” 

 HIS EXCELLENCY moved the first reading of these Bills 

 Seconded by the Honble the Colonial Secretary 

 Which were read accordingly and ordered to be read a second time on Monday the 17th Instant. 

To which day at 12 O’Clock the Council was adjourned. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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17 MAY 1852 

The Council met at 12 O’Clock 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Acting Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

W.P. Clifton Esq 

Prayers were read by the Colonial Chaplain. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

W.P. CLIFTON ESQ was introduced and having taken the customary oaths took his seat as a Member of the 

Legislative Council. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. A Bill to amend An Ordinance intituled An Ordinance to provide for the Conveyance and Postage of 

Letters was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday the 19th. 

2. THE SURVEYOR GENERAL presented a Memorial from the Members for the Perth Mechanics 

Institute praying that a sum might be placed on the Estimates for the Year 1853 in aid of the 

Funds of the Institute, which was read and received. 

3. On the motion for the second reading of the Bill to repeal An Ordinance 14th Victoria No. 26 intituled 

An Ordinance for the further improvement of Towns and the greater security of Life and 

Property therein and to make other provisions in lieu thereof 

The Council went into Committee on the Bil l  

 It was moved by Mr M.W. CLIFTON 

 Seconded by Mr W.P. Clifton 
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 “That no restriction whatsoever be imposed upon the erection of wooden dwelling houses and 

buildings” 

 To which an amendment was moved by the COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded by Mr Samson 

 “That is desirable to limit the height of wooden buildings so that they might be easily pulled 

down in case of conflagration” 

 which being put was carried. 

 It was proposed by the ACTING ADVOCATE GENERAL 

 Seconded by the Surveyor General 

 That Clause No. 2 should be struck out and the following be inserted instead 

 “And be it further enacted that any person who shall, after the passing of this Ordinance, build, 

erect, construct, or cause to be built, erected or constructed, wholly or partly, on any portion of 

the Townsite of Perth, Fremantle or Albany, which is now or may be hereafter from time to 

time laid out and subdivided into streets and allotments in the maps of the Surveyor General’s 

Office of this Colony, any dwelling house, out house or building, or roof of whatsoever nature, 

of rush, straw, bark, grass tree top, or any other inflammable substance or material of the like 

nature, shall on conviction thereof before any two or more Justices of the Peace for the said 

Colony, forfeit and pay for causing such offence, ay sum not exceeding £50; and any such 

dwelling house, out house, building, or roof or such portion or portions thereof respectively 

which shall hereafter be constructed as aforesaid shall be deemed a public nuisance and be 

liable to be removed or abated accordingly.  And any such dwelling house, out house, building, 

or roof or such portion or portions thereof respectively which may have been built or 

constructed of rush, straw, bark, grass tree top, or any other inflammable substance or material 

of the like nature, before the pasing of this Ordinance, before the limit aforesaid, shall on the 

1st day of January which will be in the year 1862 (if it remains at that time) be deemed a public 

nuisance and be liable to be removed or abated accordingly.  Provided always that nothing 

herein before contained shall be held or construed to interfere with, or prohibit, the use of 

boards, shingles or other timber in the construction of any dwelling house, out house, buildings 

or roofs, or any portion or portions thereof respectively” 

 Which being put was carried 

 The further consideration of this Bill was postponed. 

4. The standing Orders were suspended and the following Bills were read a first time. 

 “A Bill for the naturalisation of John Simkins Barker and Thomas Pope” 

 “A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses during the Year 1852” 

which were ordered to be read a second time on Tuesday the 18th Instant to which day the Council 

adjourned. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk to the Council 

______________________ 

 

644 



 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.  

_________________________________ 
 

 

Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

18 MAY 1852 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

And all the Members 

Prayers were read by the Colonial Chaplain. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. It was moved the further consideration in Committee of a Bill to repeal An Ordinance 14th Victoria No. 

26 intituled “An Ordinance for the further improvement of Towns and the greater security of 

life and property therein and to make other provisions in lieu thereof.” 

2. Mr M W CLIFTON gave notice that at the next meeting of Council he should move 

First, For a return showing the respective rates of Foreign and Inland Postage which have been 

charged on letters sent and received in this Colony from 1st of January 1848 with the dates at 

which such rates have been altered. 

 Secondly, A Return showing the gross amount received for Postage of letters in each year from 

1st of January 1848 distinguishing if possible the amount arising from Inland and Foreign 

Postage. 

 Thirdly, a Return showing the total number of letters respectively received from and sent to all 

Foreign Ports during the year 1850 which have been charged with the duty of Postage. 

2. Council in Committee resumed the further consideration of the Bill for the improvement of Towns. 

 It was moved by the ACTING ADVOCATE GENERAL Seconded by the Colonial Secretary 

 That the following Clause be inserted after the second Clause 

 “And be it enacted from and after the passing of this Ordinance any person who shall, within 

the limits aforesaid build, erect or construct or cause to be built erected or constructed, any 

dwelling house, outhouse or building of whatsoever nature (except Government and Public 

buildings) the internal surface of any end or ends, side or sides whereof shall wholly or 

principally consist of wood and be of a greater height in any part thereof than 20 feet from the 

level of the surrounding soil to the ridge of the roof thereof, shall on conviction thereof before 

any two or more Justices of the Peace for the said Colony forfeit and pay for every such 
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offence any sum not exceeding £80; and every such dwelling house, outhouse, or building 

shall be deemed a public nuisance, and be liable to be removed or abated accordingly”   

         Carried 

 The Bill was then adopted as accordingly read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on 

Friday the 21st Instant. 

3. The reading of the other Bills as entered on the orders of the day was postponed to next meeting of 

Council. 

4. Mr M.W. CLIFTON gave notice of his intention to move at next meeting 

“That the Despatch from Earl Grey dated the 10th of December 1851 respecting the reduction 

of the Grant which is made by Parliament in aid of the Colonial Expenditure, and that part of 

His Excellency’s address which stated the course he intended to pursue in consequence be 

taken into consideration of the Council” 

The Council adjourned till 12 O’Clock tomorrow. 

Adjourned 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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19 MAY 1852 

The Council meet at 12 O’Clock. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

And all the Members 

Prayers were read by the Colonial Chaplain. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr CLIFTON relative to his motion with regard to the proposed withdrawal of a portion of the present 

Parliamentary Grant as stated in the Secretary of State’s Despatch No.138 dated 10th of 

December 1851 

     Proposed the following Resolution 

     Seconded by Mr Samson 

That in the opinion of this Council it would not be in accordance with the understanding of an 

implied Contract on the Grant of the Home Government towards this Colony, if they were to 

withdraw any part of the customary Grant in aid of its Revenue towards the maintenance of the 

Civil Establishments until such time as the Revenue of the Colony may appear to be 

permanently sufficient to bear the whole expense thereof and pay the existing debt to the 

Home Government without the imposition of new Taxes or Duties when this Council will 

willingly agree to the necessary maintenance of the Government and Establishments of the 

Colony being defrayed out of the Colonial Revenue.  And further this Council is of opinion 

that the adoption of any course by which a proportion of the amount of the said Annual Grant 

should be defrayed out of the Colonial Revenue, would under the provisions of the Act of the 

Imperial Parliament 13 and 14th Victoria Cap 59 Section 9 lessen the security of the 

maintenance of a sufficient permanent provision for the Civil, Judicial and Ecclesiastical 

Establishments of the Colony when under the aforesaid Act it may become entitled to an 

Elective Legislative Council. 

And this Council request that His Excellency the Governor will communicate this their opinion 

to Earl Grey accordingly. 
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 Which was opposed by the Colonial Secretary. 

 THE ACTING ADVOCATE GENERAL proposed an amendment Seconded by the Surveyor General 

which on being put was not carried, when the Colonial Secretary having withdrawn his 

opposition, the original Resolution as proposed by Mr Clifton was carried unanimously. 

2. Mr W P CLIFTON gave notice of his intention to move at next meeting of Council the recommittal of 

the Bill repealing an Ordinance for the further improvement of Towns. 

3. The Bill to amend an Ordinance intituled “An Ordinance to provide for the Conveyance and Postage of 

Letters” 

 was read a third time and passed. 

4. It was moved the 2nd reading of a Bill for the appropriation of the Revenue for the Year 1853 upon 

which the Council went into Committee on the Estimates. 

 Under the Head of His Excellency the Governor the sum of 3/8 per diem instead of 3/3 for the 

allowance for Forage for each of two horses was passed. 

 Under the Head of Clerk of Councils £50 a year increase to salary was granted. 

 Under the Head of Surveyor General the sum of £25 to each of three Asst Surveyors was passed also 

£10 to first Clerk. 

 Under the Head of Post Office 

 A Salary of £60 a year was passed for Clerk and Letter Carrier with the understanding that from the 

receipt of this Salary he is no longer to make any charge to the Public for the delivery of 

Letters 

 To Port Walter at Fremantle £100 a year 

  Under the Head of Harbour Master 

 The Salary of the Harbour Master at Fremantle was raised to £180 a year 

  Under the Head of Judicial 

 £25 a year as salary in lieu of fees was inserted for Commissioner in Court of Requests, also £5 a year 

for Bailiff in lieu of fees. 

  Under the Head Ecclesiastical 

 £50 a year was added to the Salary of the Archdeacon. 

Committee adjourned 

The Council adjourned to 12 O’Clock tomorrow. 

Adjourned 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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21 MAY [SIC] 1852 

The Council meet at 12 O’Clock. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

And all the Members except Mr Samson 

Prayers were read by the Colonial Chaplain. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Council resumed in Committee the consideration of the Estimates for 1853. 

 Under the Head of Police and Gaols £20 a year was added to the Salary of the Gaoler, Constable and 

Office Keeper Bunbury. 

 Under the Head of Hospitals a salary was inserted for Attendance and Nurse of £20 a year each and £30 

a year for the Matron of the Lunatic Asylum 

 Under the Head of Works and Buildings, the following sums were inserted 

For Completion of Colonial Hospital  1500.0.0 

For building Lunatic Asylum    800.0.0 

Towards building Gaol in Perth estimated not to exceed £5000  1000.0.0 

Repairs of Public Buildings    500.0.0 

Towards building Abattoir Fremantle estimated not to exceed £1000    500.0.0 

Completion of Emigration Depot    300.0.0 

Additions to Public offices    300.0.0 

Incidental Expenses    100.0.0 

      Total £5000.0.0 

 Under the Head of Miscellaneous Services, it was inserted 

For destruction of Native Dogs      20.0.0 

Colonial racing Plate      50.0.0 

 It was moved by the SURVEYOR GENERAL with reference to the Petition presented by him and 

received that a sum of £50 be placed on the Estimates for building purposes to Mechanics 

Institute Perth. 
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  Seconded by Colonial Secretary and Carried 

 Under the Head of Aborigines, was added 

For Clothing    100.0.0 

For occasional medical attendance and expense of sick natives      25.0.0 

 The sum of £2000 for repayment of Debts to Imperial Treasury was reduced to £1000. 

  Committee adjourned 

2. Mr CLIFTON in reference to his notice of motion proposed the following Resolution 

 Seconded by Mr W P Clifton 

It being the opinion of this Council that it is expedient for the general benefit of the 

Community that the rates of Postage charged on Inland and Foreign letters received or sent in 

this Colony be respectively reduced from and after the 1st of July next to the following 

amounts 

 Letters received from or forwarded to any part of the Colony 3d each 

 Letters received from or forwarded to Great Britain or any other parts beyond Sea, not within 

the limits of this Colony 4d each  

 This Council request His Excellency will be pleased under the [illegible] given by the 2nd 

Section of Ordinance No. 6 9th of Victoria to give such orders for the establishment of these 

rates of Postage as shall be necessary and requisite accordingly. 

          Carried unanimously. 

3. A Bill for the naturalisation of John Simpkins Barker and Thomas Pope was read a second time and 

ordered to be read a third time on Friday the 21st Instant. 

The Council adjourned to 12 O’Clock tomorrow. 

Adjourned 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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21 MAY 1852 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

And all the Members 

Prayers having been read  

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. A Petition was presented by Mr W.P. CLIFTON from some of the Inhabitants of the Colony praying 

that all live stock may be admitted into this Colony free of duty.  Which was read and 

received. 

2. The consideration of the Estimates for the year 1853 were resumed in Committee. 

 The Bill for the appropriation of the Revenue for the year 1853 was read a second time and ordered to 

be read a third time on Wednesday the 26th Instant.  A Bill to provide for the payments of 

certain unforeseen expenses for the year 1853 was ordered to be read a second time upon 

which the Council went into Committee on the Supplementary Estimates for 1852 

 Under the Head of Aborigines was added 

 For the purchase of clothing    50.0.0 

 The Estimates having been fully considered The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a 

third time on Wednesday the 26th. 

3. It being moved the 3rd reading of the Building Act 

 Mr W.P. CLIFTON according to previous notice of motion moved that the Bill be recommitted which 

was carried 

 It was proposed by Mr W.P. CLIFTON seconded by Mr Clifton  

 That the 3rd Clause be struck out       Not carried 

 On the motion of the COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded by the Acting Advocate General 

“That the words “except Government and Public Buildings” be inserted immediately after the 

word “nature” occurring in the 7th line of the 3rd clause and that the words “twenty five” 

occurring in the 9th line of the said Clause be struck out and the word “twenty” be inserted in 

its place. 
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 It was moved as an amendment by the COLLECTOR OF REVENUE Seconded by Mr Clifton 

 That the 3rd Clause stand as at present with reference to the height of wooden buildings. 

    Ayes……………………………………4 

    Noes……………………………………5 
  Ayes     Noes 

 The Honble Commandant   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue   The Honble Surveyor General 

 Mr Clifton Esq    The Honble Acting Advocate General 

 Mr W.P. Clifton Esq    Mr Mackie Esq 

      Mr Samson Esq 
Amendment negatived by a majority of one. 

The original motion was then put. 

    Ayes……………………………………6 

    Noes……………………………………3 

  Ayes     Noes 
 The Honble Commandant   The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary   Mr Clifton Esq 

 The Honble Surveyor General   Mr W.P. Clifton Esq 

 The Honble Acting Advocate General 

 Mr Mackie Esq 

 Mr Samson Esq 
And carried by a majority of 3. 

 The Bill was adopted as amended and ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday the 26th. 

4. A Bill for the naturalisation of John Simkins [sic] Barker and Thomas Pope was read a 3rd time and 

passed. 

5. Mr CLIFTON gave notice of his intention to move at a future day 

That His Excellency the Governor be requested to authorise the use of Spirits Duty free for the 

purpose of fortifying wine made in this Colony from Grapes the produce of it to the extent of 

four per cent on the wine with which such spirits may be mixed; to be allowed to all persons 

who manufacture a quantity equal to 100 gallons and under such regulations as the Governor 

may from time to time establish. 

 Also to bring under the consideration of the Council the propriety of requesting His Excellency 

to introduce a Bill making it imperative on all owners of mixed stock to brand all Calves 

within 12 months from their births and within the same period to cull all Male Calves not 

intended to be reared as Bulls. 

Council was adjourned to Wednesday the 26th Instant at 12 O’Clock. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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26 MAY 1852 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Acting Advocate General 

Mr Samson Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

 A Bill for the appropriation of the Revenue for the year 1853. 

 A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses during the year 1852. 

 A Bill to repeal an Ordinance 14th Victoria No. 26 intituled an Ordinance for the further 

improvement of Towns and the greater security of Life and Property therein and to enable 

other provisions in lieu thereof. 

The Council adjourned Sine Die 

Adjourned 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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The Council met at 12 o’clock pursuant to summons. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Commandant 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Acting Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

L. Samson Esq 

W.H. Mackie Esq 

M.W. Clifton Esq 

H.P. Clifton Esq 

Prayers were read 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

THE GOVERNOR read his address to the Council 

 Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council 

 Since I last had the honor of addressing you the state of Colony has generally been such that I think it 

may be considered a subject of congratulations. 

 The attraction of the Goldfields have drawn even a much smaller number of persons from the Colony 

than could have been expected and this among other signs is sufficient to shew that great inducement 

exists for the free labour to remain in the Colony. 

 Other signs of general prosperity may be noticed in the great consumption of articles of [illegible] by 

which the Revenue has been increased far beyond the anticipation of the last Session of Council. 

 The extent of the increase is estimated at about £7,647.14.5, and a Supplementary Estimate will be 

presented to you for the expenditure of £6097.11.9 principally on Public Works, and in aid to School & 

Churches, leaving a balance in hand at the end of the Year which may be estimated at £4608.4.4, a 

larger amount than was calculated upon when the first supplementary Estimate was brought before you. 

 Even if the Secretary of State should call upon you for no more than I have recommended towards 

diminishing the Parliamentary Grant this surplus will not I think be considered excessive but as it is 
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possible that the Colony may be called upon for the whole amount of the Grant, it would appear 

absolutely necessary that there should at least be this amount of reserve. 

 The amount from land sales continues large and bespeaks a gratifying confidence in the Public mind 

tending to bind the purchasers to the Soil. 

 Should emigration however to the Eastern Colonies still continue it is probable that a large proportion 

of those who leave will be glad to return to this quiet Colony with their hard earned savings, and thus 

materially benefit all classes. 

 This is the more probable as greater facilities are afforded here for small capitalists rising steadily to 

independence than in any other of the Australian Colonies. 

 You are all sensible, gentlemen, that the impetus given of late years to this Colony has been from the 

introduction of Convicts.  I have no direct communication of recent date from the Secretary of State of 

recent date with regard to the number of that class which may be expected, but from information 

received from a Mercantile firm in this Town, I am confirmed in the belief that a supply of labor both 

Free and Bond will be kept up by Her Majesty’s Government to the demand; and when I say to the 

demand, I only name the limit of reasonable expectancy, for surely no district ought to look for a 

greater amount of labor than it shall evince a readiness and ability to absorb. 

 The want of regular communication with the Mother Country has long been felt in this Colony as one of 

its chief privations.  Since I last had the honor of addressing you the Steam Ships of two great 

companies have touched upon our shores, and altho’ much disappointment has been experienced in the 

last few days at the circumstance of the Peninsular &Occidental Company’s vessel (the “Formosa”) 

having dropped her mail at King George’s Sound and passed us without calling at the Port Fremantle; 

you may depend gentlemen that if any further representation of mine can lead to a change in this 

respect—altho’ I have already in my correspondence with the Secretary of State anticipated the 

contingency, no endeavor on any par shall be left untried to secure the desideration, and I earnestly 

hope that by the interference of Her Majesty’s Government the full advantages of a regular and 

convenient Steam communication will be ultimately afforded us. 

 I am glad to say considerable progress has been made in the erection of Public buildings within the 

year.  The Hospital is in a state of considerable forwardness, and will I hope be completed within a few 

months, it is calculated to afford simple accommodation to 40 persons, but its plan is susceptible of 

extension, so that by additional wards 200 patients could be accommodated; for the present a portion of 

this building will be used as a Lunatic Asylum. 

 The other Public Buildings on which Public Money has been expended during the past year are; the 

Abattoir and the new Lockup at Perth both of which are now complete from Colonial Funds; the new 

Warehouses at Fremantle which are also nearly complete; the fencing of the Government Domain; the 

Stable; the former once having been merely a wooden shed of 20 years standing, as inconvenient to the 

inmates of Government House as it was discreditable to the Colony; some trifling work about the 

Government House and further additions [to] the Public offices; the Gaol at Bunbury of which the 

Colony will bear half the expense; the Churches at Perth, Fremantle, Bunbury, Guildford and the two 

Swan Churches; the two new Parsonages at York and Bunbury; the Girls’ School, and a Roman 
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Catholic School at Perth; the lengthening the Perth jetty to afford greater accommodation to our 

increasing commerce and greater facilities to our expected River steamer. 

 Preparations are being also made when the Season admits for further beaconing the rocks and shoals 

that interrupt our navigation. 

 I have much pleasure in stating to the Council that the general conduct of the Ticket of Leave holders 

throughout the Colony has been on the whole satisfactory.  There are now 1071 in the Colony of whom 

845 are in private service, or working on their own account, and only 156 in the Depots employed on 

the Government works until engaged by the Settlers. 

 Out of 1071 men who have received Tickets of Leave in the Colony 70 are now under sentence in the 

Convict Establishment, having been reconvicted of offences in the Colony, being a proportion of only 7 

per cent on the whole number, and one half of these reconvictions are for drunkenness and other 

comparatively minor offences, leaving only 3½ per cent for serious offences, which appears from 

information to be a smaller proportion than exists in the other Colonies. 

 The very small number at the disposal of the Government for employment in works in which the 

Colonists are more immediately interested has prevented my undertaking many works which I consider 

of great importance.  A considerable portion of the available labor has also been unavoidably employed 

in the early stage of the Convict Establishment in this Colony in the erection of the necessary buildings 

for the accommodation of men and officers stores etc. 

 The principal works in which I have been able to employ the men, and which I consider of great 

importance to the Colony, are opening up lines of communication, several of which have been 

completed and others are in progress, and I consider them of considerable advantage to the Districts in 

which they have been undertaken. 

 A new line of road has been opened from Toodyay to York, and also from Toodyay towards Perth, the 

latter of which is a great improvement on the old line; also up the Toodyay Valley.  A line of road has 

been commenced from Bunbury towards Perth, and is rapidly progressing, but I consider that the 

Settlers of the Southern Districts have an excellent High Way provided for them by nature, which will 

always be the most economical and most advantageous means of Transport, and the road will only be 

required for ordinary purposes of traveling for business or pleasure or driving Stock.  A new line of 

Road has been cleared from Perth to Fremantle and will be of great advantage and convenience until the 

Government has sufficient labor at its disposal to make a permanent road from the Capital to the 

Seaport; this permanent road has been commenced on the North bank of the River, but its progress at 

present is unavoidably slow.  A line of road from Fremantle to the Canning is in course of being 

cleared. 

 Substantial jails are in the course of erection at York, Toodyay and Albany; the two former are just 

complete and the latter rapidly progressing.  These jails supply a want which has been so much felt in 

those Districts, and will be of great service in enabling the Magistrates to enforce the Law. 

 Preparations have been made for the construction of a Bridge over the Swan at Guildford, and another 

across the Capel River to complete the communication between Perth and the latter, and they are to be 

commenced immediately.  A bridge across the Kalgan River near Albany is also in contemplation and 

has been commenced, but its execution has been delayed from want of hands. 
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 Pensioner villages have been commenced, or are in immediate contemplation, at North Fremantle, York 

and Toodyay, and at Bunbury the cottages are built and occupied by the men, who I am led to believe 

are very contented, and are likely to make excellent Settlers.  I consider these villages of great 

importance as inducing habits of contentment among a class of men who if properly cared for by the 

erection of cottages in other Districts will add much to the prosperity of the Colony, as affording means 

of Military protection to the inhabitants; and a force always at the disposal of the Magistrates for the 

reinforcement of Law and the preservation of order. 

 The new Powder Magazines at Fremantle are now available for use by the Merchants and are a great 

convenience to the Public. 

 The Police Barracks and Stables at Fremantle have been completed and I hope shortly to commence 

similar ones at Perth.  A Barrack and stable are in progress in Mandurah, and are in contemplation in 

other districts. 

 I have directed as much repair as possible to be performed on the York and Toodyay Roads previous to 

the wool season, and I believe considerable repairs have been effected, and the roads made quite 

passable, altho’ from the limited amount of labor at the disposal of the Compt General, they are 

unavoidably by no means so complete as I would have desired. 

 I consider good roads of the first importance, and hope the means at my disposal will enable me to carry 

out my intentions more especially with regard to the Districts of York and Toodyay, which have not the 

advantage of Water carriage enjoyed both by the North and South Districts.  The road from Albany to 

Perth has been commenced, but is at present discontinued for want of men; I consider it of much 

importance especially as I fear the Steamers are not to call at Fremantle.  Such, gentlemen, are the 

Public Works and Buildings now in progress and in contemplation. 

 I refer with much satisfaction to the arrival of some wives and families of Ticket of Leave holders, a 

step for which the Colony is much indebted to the Home Government. 

 I am happy to state the amount of crime in the Colony is not greater than might have been expected 

from the description of the Population lately introduced; most of the offences which have come to the 

Knowledge of the Police have been detected and punished; but a few serious offenders remain 

undiscovered; should however instances of this nature increase, it will be necessary to adopt more 

stringent measures of repression; here I cannot help observing that the frequency of house robbers 

might be materially checked by the adoption of proper precautions on the part of the inhabitants 

themselves; the very general insufficient description of the fastenings offering an undue temptation to 

the commission of crime of this nature. 

 The explorations which have been undertaken I regret to say have not been productive of much valuable 

information.  From an unusual drought the season was found to be a most unfavourable one for the 

expedition to the Northward, in consequence of which the party was prevented from gaining the banks 

of the Gasgcoinge, [sic] the examination of which was the principal object in mind, in hopes of finding 

an extent of new and increased pasturage.  The difficulty lately experienced must be overcome at a 

future period by transporting a party by water, and disembarking them at the mouth of the River. 

 The expedition has not been attended with any interesting discovery except in a Geographical point of 

view in fixing the Southern extremity of Shark’s Bay, and from its having afforded evidence, from 
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which it may be inferred that the central desert extends from the source of the Murchison to the banks 

of the Darling. 

 The Southern expedition has been attended with the advantage of making known a more desirable 

summer route for driving cattle from Albany to Bunbury, and thence to Fremantle. 

 In conclusion honourable gentlemen I have the high gratification to inform you that on a recent tour 

thro’ the York & Toodyay Districts, I was much struck with the breadth of new land broken up and 

fenced in as well as with the promising appearance of the crops, a state of things which I am told 

applies equally to other districts.  I am quite sensible, gentlemen, of the critical position in which this 

Colony may be placed from the marvellous discoveries of gold in other parts of Australia, but I 

fervently trust that with the blessing of God, steady and persevering industry will gain for the Settler in 

Western Australia a competency the more desirable and happy from its being unattended with those 

feverish uncertainties that attend the pursuit of wealth in Regions, where the ignorant are led to expect 

riches without its never failing harbinger, toil, that toil which even in the lottery of the Gold fields 

makes success the exception, and the absence of it, the rule. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY laid the following Bills on the Table. 

No. 1 A Bill to provide for the establishment of Public Slaughter Houses and to regulate the 

slaughtering of Cattle therein. 

No. 2 A Bill to repeal an Act 6th Vict No. 1 intituled an Act to regulate the slaughtering of 

Cattle, and other stock and to enact other provisions in lieu thereof. 

No. 3 A Bill to regulate the branding of stock. 

No. 4 A Bill to repeal an Ordinance passed in the 10th Year of Her present Majesty intituled 

an Ordinance to authorize the sale of wines in smaller quantities than those hitherto 

appointed by Law, and to make other provision in lieu thereof. 

No. 5 A Bill to alter the scale of charges for Public Licenses at present established. 

No. 6 A Bill for licensing Hawkers and Pedlars. 

No. 7 A Bill for the improving of Criminal Justice. 

No. 8 A Bill for the removal of defects in the administration of Criminal Justice. 

No. 9 A Bill for the better prevention of offences. 

No. 10 A Bill to amend the law of evidence. 

No. 11  A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses during the Year 

1852, 

 Which were read a first time and ordered to be read a second time on Wednesday the 15th Inst. 

2. Mr SAMSON presented a petition from the Licensed Victuallers of Perth, Fremantle and their vicinity 

praying that no further increase may be made on the amount charged for a Publican’s Retail 

License in this Colony. 

 Which was read and received. 

3. THE HONOURABLE THE COMMANDANT presented a petition from the members of the Western 

Australian Total Abstinence Society praying that some pecuniary assistance may be granted 

them to enable them to complete a building suitable for Public and other meetings of the 
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Society on a site lately granted to them in the Town of Perth by the Local Government for the 

said purpose on condition that a Building of the value of £100 be erected thereon by the month 

of November 1858. 

 Which was read and received. 

4. Mr CLIFTON gave notice that at a future meeting he would move that a clause be added to the 

proposed Ordinance respecting the sale of wine in smaller quantities; 

That to every proprietor or Tenant of a Vineyard who may manufacture wine from grapes 

grown therein, to the extent of one hundred gallons and upwards, British and Foreign Spirits to 

the extent not exceeding four per cent on the actual quantity of wine so manufactured shall be 

allowed duty free for admixture therewith under such regulations as H.E. the Governor may 

from time to time establish. 

The Council adjourned to 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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10 DECEMBER 1852 

The Council met at ½ past 12. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

And all the Members except Mr Samson 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. H.E. THE GOVERNOR moved the suspension of the Standing Orders. 

 The Council went into Committee on the Supplementary Estimates. 

 On the consideration of the Supplementary Estimates under the head of Miscellaneous Services a sum 

of £25 was added as a Grant to Toodyay Church, also a further grant of £80 to Albany Church. 

2. A Petition from the Reverend D. I. Boyd was presented by the Colonial Secretary praying that the 

Institution he has commenced in Perth for teaching Classics and Mathematics may be created 

into a Public Seminary with a suitable endowment for the encouragement of the Arts and 

Sciences. 

 After the petition was read and considered it was resolved that the prayer of the Memorialist cannot be 

granted. 

3. A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses during the Year 1852 was read a 

second time and ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday the 15 Inst. 

The Council adjourned until 12 o’clock on Monday next the 13th Inst. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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13 DECEMBER 1852 

The Council met at 12 o’clock. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

And all the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. Mr CLIFTON in pursuance of his notice of motion moved the following Address to H.E. the Governor 

which was read and adopted. 

That this Council request H.E. the Governor to represent to H.M.’s Secretary of State for the 

Colonies that it is of the highest importance to the general interest of the Colony that steamers 

conveying the mail between Singapore and Sydney should call at the Port of Fremantle, both 

on their voyage to and from those places for the purpose of landing and embarking the Mails 

of this Colony and that as doing so may under the existing arrangements made by the 

Peninsular & Oriental Co for calling only at King George’s Sound by virtue of the approval 

clause of their contract subject them to same extra expense this Council will readily charge the 

Colonial Revenue at their disposal with such annual sum not exceeding one thousand pounds 

per annum, as H.M.’s Secretary of State may in any negotiations which he may caused to be 

opened with the Company for effecting the desired arrangement deem fit to offer to them 

during the currency of their present contract, and will be ready to sanction such other outlay 

which may be necessary to facilitate the said arrangement.  And further that the Council will 

on the Estimates for the ensuing Financial Year (if the Public Revenue will justify it) place 

therein such further sum as might in addition to any Convict labor which might be applied to it 

be necessary for the construction of a jetty opposite to the Custom House at Fremantle suitable 

for the safe and commodious landing of passengers, mail bags, and articles of merchandize, 

and this Council further request H.E. will be pleased to recommend that in any future compact 

which H.M.’s Government may form for the conveyance of the Mails between Singapore and 
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the Australian Colonies a clause shall be inserted rendering it obligatory on the Contracting 

parties to land the Mail at the Port of Fremantle. 

2. The Standing Orders being suspended 

 The Bill for Licensing Hawkers and Pedlars was considered. 

 It was moved by Mr MACKIE Seconded by Mr Clifton 

 That in the 9th clause after the word “fish” the words “Game, bread or pastry” be inserted. 

    Ayes……………………………………8 

    Noes……………………………………1 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Commandant  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Advocate General 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Mackie Esq 

 Mr Samson Esq 

 Mr M. Clifton Esq 

 Mr P. Clifton Esq 
Carried by a majority of 7 

 The Bill was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday next. 

3. The Bill to repeal an Ordinance No. 9 passed in 10th year of Her present Majesty and to make other 

provisions in lieu thereof was read a second time whereupon an amendment being moved, the 

Council resolved itself into Committee. 

 It was proposed by the ADVOCATE GENERAL 

 Seconded by Mr Mackie 

 That the following clause be added 

And whereas the production of wine in this Colony would be promoted, by a return or 

remission of the duty charged upon imported spirits for the purpose of admixture with such 

wine by the producer thereof, Be it therefore enacted that from and after the passing of this 

Ordinance, it shall be lawful for The Governor subject to such alterations as H.E. may from 

time to time establish, to refund or return the amount of duty paid for or to authorize the 

delivery duty free for any imported Spirit used or to be used by any proprietor or tenant of a 

vineyard who may manufacture wine from grapes grown therein, for the purpose of admixture 

with any quantity of such wine not being less than 100 gallons, provided that the quantity of 

spirits upon which a return of remission of duty shall be so made as aforesaid do not exceed 

the proportion of 4 gallons of Spirits to each 100 gallons of wine so manufactured and fortified 

as aforesaid. 

 Which was carried 

 The Bill was ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday. 

4. The Branding Act was read a second time and committed. 

 Mr CLIFTON moved seconded by Mr P Clifton that in the 10th line of the 1st clause the words 

“Surveyor General” be erased, and the words “The Resident Magistrates of each District in the 

said Colony” be used instead. 
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    Ayes……………………………………3 

    Noes……………………………………6 
  Ayes    Noes 

 Mr Clifton Esq   The Honble Commandant 

 Mr Samson Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr P. Clifton Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     The Honble Advocate General 

     Mr Mackie Esq 
The motion was negatived by a majority of 3. 

Committee adjourned. 

5. THE COLONIAL SECRETARY gave notice that at next Meeting of Council he would move a 

resolution that H.E. be requested to place a sum not exceeding £800 on the Supplementary 

Estimate for 1853 for the erection of a school at Perth, and that H.E. be requested to place a 

sum not exceeding £1000 in the Supplementary Estimate for 1853 for the construction of a 

jetty at Fremantle. 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock on Wednesday the 15th Instant. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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15 DECEMBER 1852 

The Council met at 1 o’clock. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

And all the Members 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. A petition was presented by Mr Samson from certain inhabitants of the Town of Perth praying that the 

8th clause of an Ordinance No 9 intituled an Ordinance for the further improvement of Towns 

etc might be repealed which was read and received. 

2. H.E. laid on the table a letter from the Colonial Secretary at Sydney dated 28 Aug 1852 containing 

suggestions from the Governor General as to the adoption of a system of prepayment of the 

Postage of letters passing to and from the United Kingdom and the Colonies; also a scheme of 

Postal communication which may be applied in the intercourse between this and the 

neighbouring Colonies. 

 THE COLONIAL SECRETARY in pursuance of notice of motion, seconded by the Advocate General 

moved that 

H.E. the Governor be requested to place a sum not exceeding £800 on the Supplementary 

Estimate for 1853 for the erection of a public school at Perth, and a sum not exceeding £600 

for the service at Fremantle, and that a further service not exceeding £1000 be placed on the 

Supplementary Estimate for the erection of a Sea jetty at Fremantle, provided that the Revenue 

should justify such an expenditure. 

           Carried 

3. The consideration of a Bill to regulate the Branding of Live stock was resumed in Committee, read a 

second time, and ordered to be read a third time on Saturday the 18th Inst. 

4. A Bill to provide for the establishment of Public Slaughter Houses, and to regulate the slaughtering of 

cattle therein was read a second time. 
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 An amendment was proposed by Mr CLIFTON seconded by Mr Samson that in the 1st clause the words 

“within 3 miles of the external boundaries of such Townsites respectively” be struck out. 

 The Council resolved itself into Committee on the Bill. 

 Mr CLIFTON’S motion was put 

    Ayes……………………………………3 

    Noes……………………………………6 
  Ayes    Noes 

 Mr Clifton Esq   The Honble Commandant 

 Mr P. Clifton Esq   The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 Mr Samson Esq   The Honble Surveyor General 

     The Honble Advocate General 

     The Honble Collector of Revenue 

     Mr Mackie Esq 
Negatived by a majority of 3. 

Adjourned till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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16 DECEMBER 1852 

The Council met at 12 o’clock. 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

And all the Members Except the Commandant 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Standing Orders were suspended and the Branding Act was recommitted. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL proposed that in the 3rd line from the end of the 4th clause after the word 

“branded” the words “on the hide” be inserted 

 On the question being put there appeared 

    Ayes……………………………………7 

    Noes……………………………………1 
  Ayes    Noes 

 The Honble Surveyor General  The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble Advocate General 

 The Honble Collector of Revenue 

 Mr Mackie Esq 

 Mr Samson Esq 

 Mr M. Clifton Esq 

 Mr P. Clifton Esq 
Carried by majority of 6. 

2. The Council resumed in Committee the consideration of No. 1 Slaughter house Bill. 

 Mr CLIFTON proposed that in the 5th line of the 1st Clause after the word “boundaries” the words “of 

such Townsites” be struck out, and the words “of the Townsites of Perth and Fremantle” be 

inserted. 

Carried unanimously. 

 Thereupon the Advocate General was instructed to amend the Bill accordingly. 

 Further consideration adjourned in Committee. 
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3. A Bill to repeal an Act 6th Victoria No. 1 entitled an Act to regulate the Slaughtering of Cattle and other 

Stock in Towns and to enact other provisions in lieu thereof was read a second time and 

ordered to be read a third time on 22 Inst. 

4. A Bill for the removal of defects in the administration of Criminal Justice and a Bill for the better 

prevention of offences was read a second time, and ordered to be read a third time on the 20th 

Inst. 

5. The following Bills were read a second time and ordered to be read a second [sic] time on the 22nd Inst. 

 A Bill for the further improving the administration of Criminal Justice 

 A Bill to amend the Law of Evidence. 

Adjourned till 12 o’clock tomorrow. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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17 DECEMBER 1852 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr Mackie Esq 

Mr Clifton Esq 

Mr P. Clifton Esq 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The consideration of No. 1 Slaughter House Bill was further resumed in Committee. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL brought forward the Bill amended as instructed which upon being read 

was adopted, and the Bill was ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday the 22 Inst. 

2. A Bill to repeal an Act 6th Vict No. 1 entitled an Act to regulate the slaughtering of cattle and other 

stock in Towns, and to enact other provisions in lieu thereof was further considered in 

Committee, amendments adopted and the Bill ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday 

the 22nd Inst. 

3. The following Bills were read a third time and passed. 

 A Bill to provide for the payment of certain unforeseen expenses during the Year 1852. 

 A Bill for Licensing Hawkers and Pedlars. 

 A Bill to repeal an Ordinance No. 9 passed in the 10th Year of Her present Majesty and to 

make other provisions in lieu thereof. 

4. Mr CLIFTON gave notice that early in the next session of Council he would submit a proposition 

provided the Surplus of the Revenue of the present year and the prospects of the Revenue of 

1853 justify that a sum not exceeding £5000 be placed on the Supplementary Estimate for that 

Year for the erection of a new residence for the Governor of the Colony on the site of the 

present Government House, suitable for the station he filled and the proper accommodation of 
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his Establishment, which it is estimated may be erected with due regard to taste as well as 

accommodation for the said sum of £5000 in addition to the old material of the present 

building, and such Convict and Prison labor as can be applied to work of such permanent 

importance to the character of the Colony and convenience of its Governor. 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock on Monday the 20th Instant. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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Minutes of the Proceedings 

OF THE  

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                               
 

20 DECEMBER 1852 

The Council met at 12 o’clock 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr Mackie Esq 

L. Samson Esq 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The following Ordinances were read a third time and passed. 

An Ordinance to regulate the Branding of Live Stock 

An Ordinance for the removal of defects in the Administration of Criminal Justice 

An Ordinance for the better prevention of offences 

The Council adjourned till 12 o’clock on Wednesday. 

     A. O’Grady Lefroy 

     Clerk of Council 

______________________ 
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22 DECEMBER 1852 

The Council met at 12 o’clock 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honble The Colonial Secretary 

The Honble The Surveyor General 

The Honble The Advocate General 

The Honble The Collector of Revenue 

Mr Mackie Esq 

Prayers were read. 

The Minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The following Ordinances were read a second time and passed. 

An Ordinance to repeal an Act passed in the 6th Year of the reign of Her present Majesty 

entitled an Act to regulate the Slaughtering of Cattle and other Stock in Towns and to enact 

other provisions in lieu thereof. 

Council adjourned Sine die 

      A. O’Grady Lefroy 

       Clerk of Council 

____________________ 
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